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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The first Annual Report of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society, presented May 
8, 1817. 


The Managers of the Amrnican Bisie Society 
desire -with thankfulness to reeognize the hand of 
their God, which has been good upon the Institu- 
tion throug e first year of its existence. 
The harmo iality, and forbearance, dis- 
played int dings of the Convention who 
formed it, a satisfactory evidence of the 
Divine approbation, and a sure pledge of the Di- 
vine blessing upon its future fate. Many who had 
doubted of the practicability of the plan, yielded 
to the pleasing conviction that they were mista- 
ken, and joined with those who had never doubt- 
ed on the subject, in cherishing the hope, that the 
Natienal Institution would realize the most san- 
ee expectations of its ultimate prosperity. Its 
ormation was hailed as a great and glorious era 
in the history of our country, and its means of ac- 
complishing the all-important end of its formation 
nae been increased with more than ordinary ra- 

idity. 
J The Managers feel it their duty to state, that 
the plan of such an institution was first suggested 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society, to the 
Philadelphia Bible Society. No measures, how- 
ever, were adopted to attempt its execution, until 
the New-Jersey Bible Society undertuok the ex- 
periment. Although baffled in their first effurt, 
their worthy President, acting in conformity to 
their wishes, persevered in the good work, and 
finally succeeded. Called by the unanimous voice 
of the Managers to the Presidency of the Nation- 
al Institution, he is, in the decline of life, enjo ing 
that pleasure which springs from his work 0 faiths 
and labour of love, thus far owned of God, and 


















| a the highest and most lasting blessings 


to this Western Continent. 

The Managers, in entering on the duties of their 
responsible office, felt that their first efforts ought 
to be directed towards the procurement of well 
executed stereotype plates, for the accommodation 
of large districts of the American Continent. 


_ They, accordingly, at an early period, contracted 


for three sets of stereotype plates in octavo, and 
three in duodecimo. ‘The octavo sets have all 
been delivered at the Depository; and measures 
have been adopted to make them as correct as 
Possible before they are used. ‘The duodecimos 
will be finished in the month of June ensuing: one 
of which they have resolved to locate in Lexing- 
ton, (Kentucky,) under the direction of the Ken- 
tucky Bible Society. : , 

As they were not in a capacity to print Bibles, 
having ne plates of their own, they declined an- 
sWering the various applications for Bibles which 
they received from Auxiliary Societies. ‘They 
thought that it would be inexpedient to become 
te purchasers of Bibles for these Auxiliaries ; 
and, therefore, in those cases where monies were 
~_ with the mi grey stipulation that Bibles to 
‘€ amount should be returned, they resolved, if 


fequired, to pay over the same to the Societies 
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which sent them ; or to pay ove the. whole, or any 
art of them, to the New-York Bible Society, who 


would furnish the Auxiliaries with the required 


number of Bibles. 

They were, however, soon enabled, by the mu- 
nificent liberality of the New-York, and the New- 
York Auxiliary, Bible Societies, to Supply their 
Auxiliaries. ‘Those Societies presented them with 
a set of stereotype plates of the dnodecimo size, 
and brevier type ; in consequence of which dona- 
tion, 10,000 copies, according to their direction, 
have been printed ; of which about 6000 have been 
sold and distributed. ‘They have lately ordered 
2500 copies to be printed from the octavo plates, 
and 7500 from the duodecimo plates. 

In establishing the prices at which Bibles were 
to be sold, the Board of Managers considered it a 
duty to make a difference between such Societies 
and | individuals as are Auxiliary to, and Members 
of, the National Institution, and such as are not; 
and therefore adopted the following rule :— 

“ That to the cost of the paper, press-work, and 
binding of the Bibles printed for the Society from 
the stereotype plates, five per cent. be added for 
interest, insurance,and wear of said plates ; which 
ageregate amount shall be considered the cost of 
the Bibles ; and that these Bibles shall be sold at 
said cost price to all Bible Societies who do not 
contribute to the funds of this Institution; and 
that the said amount of five per cent. shall be de- 
ducted from said cost price, on all Bibles sold to 
Auxiliaries, and such ojher Societies as contribute 
to the funds of this Institution.” 

Applications having been made at an early pe- 
riod, from different parts of the United States, for 
New-Testaments, the Managers took the subject 
of printing and circulating the New, apart from 
the Old, Testament, into their consideration. Af- 
ter mature deliberation, they resolved, that for the 
present it was inexpedient tor them to do this in 
the English language. 

As the necessary agen of carrying into ef- 
fect the vast design of the National Institution 
were great, the managers felt it their duty to adopt 
such measures as promised a supply of their wants. 
They pegnetee a Committee in each ward of the 
city of New-York, to collect subscriptious ; aud 
directed a Circular Letter to be sent to every 
Minister of the various denominations of Chris- 
tians in the United States, requesting a congre- 
gational collection in their aid—as also a Circular 
to the different Bible Societies who had not united 
with the National Institution, soliciting aid ; and 
one to influential men in different parts of the 
United States, calling upon them to come forward 
in the good work, and enctosing a plan for an 
Auxiliary Society, and Branch Associations. ‘They 
cannot, at present, state the degree of success 
which has attended their applications. ‘There is 
no doubt but many ministers have been omitted, 
not intentionally, but fiom want of infurmation. 
So soon as they are known, application will be 
made to them. 

The Managers are happy to state, that the fol- 
lowing Societies, in existence previous to the 
formation of the American Bible Society, have 
become Auxiliary, viz — 

‘The New-York Bible Society, May 15; New- 
ark do. May 2i; New-York Auxiliary do. May 24; 
West Chester County do. May 273 Albany do. 
May 27; Rensselaer County do. (N.Y.) May 29; 


on 3 but sin is a reproach to any People—Sotomon. 









Whole Number—153. 
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Orange County do. (N. Y.) June 11; Otsego Coun- 
4 do. (N. Y.) June 13; Female do. of Carlisle, 
(Penn.) June —; Norfolk do. (Va.) June 18 ; Dela- 
ware County do. (N. Y.) July 10; Saratoga Coun- 
ty do. (N. Y.) July 10; Bible Society of Delaware, 
state of Delaware) July 25 ; Union College Bible 
ciety, (N. Y.) July 29; Georgia do. August 3; 
Virginia do. August 6 ; eiyey 4 do. (Va.) Au- 
ust 15; Burlington Female do. (N.J.) August 19 ; 
eaufort do. §¢,) August 21; Female do. of 
Mill Creek, (Ohio,) August 25; New-Jersey do. 
August 28; Hampden do. (Mass.} August 29; Bi- 
ble Society of Greene County, (N. Y.) Sept. 10; 
Fairfield County Bible Society, (Con.) Sept. 17; 
Cincinnati Miami do. (Ohio,) —; New-Hamp- 
shire do. Sept.18; Bible Society of Massachusetts, 
Sept. 26; Bible Society of Nausau Hall, (N. J.) 
Sept. —; Scioto Bible Society, (Ohio,) Oct. 17; 
Female do. of Poughkeepsie, (N.Y.) Oct. 21; Fe- 
male do. of Boston and its vicinity, Oct. 24; Bi- 
ble Society of Salem and vicinity, (Mass.) Nov. 6 ; 
Female do. of Newark, (N.J.) Nov. 73 Bible Soci- 
ety of Maine, Nov. 24; do. of District of Colum- 
bia, Nov. 25 ; Oneida Bible Society, (N. Y.) danu- 
ary 25 ; Essex do. —; Merrimack do. (Mass.) 
—j; Bible Society of Frederick (Va.) Feb- 
ruary —; Washington Bible Society, (N.Y.) Feb- 
ruary —; Fauquier do, (Va) Feb.— ; Pittsburgh 
do. (Penn.) —; Bible Society of Lynchburg, 
(Va.) March 28. , 
The following Societies have been formed as 
Auxiliaries to the National Institution, viz :— 
New-York Female Auxiliary Bible Society, 
May 1! ; Albany do. June 3; Rockland Auxilia- 
ry do. (N. Y.) June 4; American Bible Society of 
Young Men, New-Brunswick, (N.J.) June 4; Ju- 
venile Female Bible Society of Elizabeth-Town, 
N.J.) June 6; Female Auxi ow do. of Elizabeth- 
own, me June 8; Elizabeth-Town Auxiliary 
do. (N. J.) June 8 ; Hampshire Bible Society, (Ms.) 
June 10; Gloucester do. (N.J.) June—}; Fayette- 
ville do. (*. C.) August 9; Female gs ta | do. 
of Courtland County, (N. Y.) August 13; Bible 
Society of Westfield, (N.J.) August 22; Court- 
land Auxiliary do. (N. Y.) August 27; Amity Fe- 
male do. (Orange County, N. Y.) Sept. 2; Bards- 
town Bible Society, (Ky.) Sept.20; Kentucky do. 
Sept. 27; Albemarle and Orange do. (Va.) Oct. 2; 
Auxiliary Bible Society of Red-Hook and Rhine- 
beck, (N.Y.) Oct. 21; Fishkill Auxiliary do. (N. Y.) 
Oct. 23; Green’s Farms Auxiliary Female do. 
(Con.) Oct.30; Female Bible Society of Cincjnnati, 
(Ohio,) Oct. 31; Female do. of Kingston; (N. Y.) 
—j; Delaware County do. (Penn.) Oct. 24; 
Benson Young Ladies’ Bible Society, -Nov. 15; 
Ulster County Bible Society, (N. Y.) Nov. 30; Se- 
neca do. (N. Y.) Nov.—; Female do. of New-Ha- 
ven, (Con.) —— —; Bible Society of the Town 
of Bergen, . J.) —; Detroit do (Mich. T.) 
Nov. 26; hway Female do. (N.J.) ; 
Lexington do. (Va.) —j; Madison County do. 
(N.Y.) Nov. —; rao | do. of Montgomery 
County, (N. Y.) Nov. 30; Bloomfield do. (N. J.) 
Jan. 1, 1817; Broome County do. (N.Y) Jan. —;. 
Steuben County dy. (N. Y.) Jan.—; Roxborough 
do. (Penn.) Feb.—; Branch Society of the ‘Town 
of New-Bedford, (Mass.) Feb,.—; Ontario County 
do. (N. Y.) ———; Marine do. of New-York, 
—j; Cumberland County do. (Penn.) April 2. 
There is reason to believe that there are more 
societies Auxiliary tu the National Institution ; 
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but the Managers have received no officialaccount A number of ladies of the First Congregational The. 
z of them. They requested, in the statement pub- Societyin Charlestown, Ms. for the Rev. Dr. Morse. 


gers consider if a duty to expres the Brit 
, lished December 17, 1816, every Society becoming | A number of his parishioners in Pelham, New- 


their gratitude to the Governors of the New- ork ation of 










Hospital, and -also to the Mayor i | 
Auxiliary, “so soon as convenient, to give official. Hampshire, for, the Rev. John H. Church. ; New-York, for their kindness, Paneth a retaty 2 
information of the same to one of the officers of | The Branch Bible Society of Milford, Connecti- in granting them the use of the.rooms in which for uested 
the Board, particularly noting the time when the cut, for the Rev. Messrs. Bezaleel Pinneo, Pastor some time they transacted business. They are 04 a the ¢ 
connexion was formed.” They now repeat the of the First Church, and Erastus Scranton, Pastor present accommodated in the New-York [nstitu- ble Soci 
| request, with the distinct information, that the of the Church in North Milford. tion by the Historical Society: and they cannot tee, “th 
' ; organ of communication in this matter, is the Sec- © A number of ladies belonging to the United deny famsehees the pleasure of stating, that se- cere pl 
retary for Domestick Correspondence. Congregations of Zanesville and Putnam, Ohio, veral printers-have volunteered ta publish, graty. - Christia 
The Long-Istand Bible and Common Prayer- for the Rev. James Culbertson. » itously, any communicatioys which the Board ma British 
Book Society has so altered its Constitution, as | A number of ladies of Satem, Massachusetts, deem necessary to make to the publi y the wor 
to aid the Managers in translating and publishing for the Rev. B. Emmerson. _ .. As inquiries from different parts o country . The ' 
the Scriptures, without note or comment, in for — Several gentlemen and ladies of Greenwich, were made on some points of importance, the ever, al 
reign languages. Connecticut, for the Rev. Dr. Isaac Lewis. Managers thought it proper, to remove the diff. through 
The following Societies, without becoming Several ladies in Stonington, Connecticut, for culties which existed-in the minds of many per- satisfact 
Auxiliary to the National Institution, have ex- the Rev. [ra Hart. sons against a union with the American Bible Sos sterling. 
ressed their approbation uf the same by the fol- Several ladies of the Congregational Society of ciety, to publish, towards the close of the last knowlec 
lodhia donations, viz :— Middle Spring, of Franklin and Cumberland coun- year, the following information: on those poiats the Com 
Philadelphia Female Bible Society, 500 dollars; ties, Pennsylvania, for the Rev. John Moody. ViZi— able libe 
Long Island do. 200 doliars; Staunton do. (Va.) Several members of the Presbyterian Congre- 1. That every Auxiliary Society must determine of the © 
200 dollars; Middlebury Female do. 90 dollars; gation at Catskill, for the Rev. Dr. David Porter. for itself, what is their surplus revenue after supe and alse 
Charleston, (S.C.) do. 500 dollars ; Cumberland A number of females of the PresbyterianChurch plying their own wants; but that fundsiwhen this, the 
County, (N. J.) do. 50 dollars. in Cedar street, New-York, have made the Rev. given, are at the sole disposal ofjthe Managers, of Mana 
Other Societies, not Bible Societies, have made Dr. Romeyn Director for fife. They will, however, thankfull Bive recom. same. 
donations, of which an account will be found in The Managers hope that the good examples meniations as to the best way | ing of the ~ Inco 
the Report of the Treasurer. which have thus been set, will be followed by all surplus revenue of any Auxi serving to Secretai 
From this account of the Societies, who either the Christian Soeieties in our land. ‘They will thanselves the right of adopting or rejecting the of his he 
have become Auxiliaries, or cordially approve of thus add, not onby to the funds of the National recommendation. “ 


with ot! 
the National Institution, it appears evident thata Institution, but to the satisfaction and res 





a ns pecta- 2 As to the interpretation which each Auxilia- however 
very large proportion of the talent, respectability bility of their Pastors. ‘rv Society has a right of giving to the extent of Society, 
of character, and influence in political society, ts It would be an act of injustice to that sex who their wants, the Managers respectfully suggest the of cong 
engaged in befriending its design, and securing its contribute so essentially to the relief of our cares, propriety of each Auxiliary confining itself to its A letter 
permanency. From letters received by the Board, whilst they heighten our purest pleasures, not to natural bounds. Unless this be done, one Auxilia- burgh a 
there is no doubt other Societies already in exist- notice, in a prominent manner, their active bene- ry may interfere with another, and thus, while one scription 
ence will accede, and new ones be formed: and volence in aid of the Society, not only in forming district is doubly supplied, another may be left The } 
the time cannot be far distant, when in every part Auxiliaries, but also in constituting, in so many destitute. | tive of 1 
of these United States, the American Bible Socie places, their Pastors members for life. They thus 3. It‘is distinctly understood by the Board, that the Soc 
ety will have Auxiliaries. This event is most de- manifest the sense which they cherish of their every society becoming Auxiliary has a right of their sit 
voutly desired, to secure the circulation of the obligations to that holy volume, whose truths have Withdrawing from the connexion when it sees fit highest | 
Scriptures throughout eur country, with the best elevated them in Christian tands to their just and se to do. — & and yet 
prospect of success. . all-important station im society, and qualified 4, In conducting the business of the Board, the part of | 

The Managers feel it not merely a duty, bata them to perform the duties of that station.with most scrupulous attention is paid to the diversity superint 
gratification, to state, that the following congrega- honour and success. ; of denomination which exists among: Christians. however 
tions, or individuals of congregations, have made The Managers have divected their attention, The meetings are opened with reading a chapter clusive ( 
their Pastors Members for life of the “American also, to the translation of the Scriptures into the of the Bible selected by the presiding officer, and tensive. 
Bisie Soctery.” Indian languages ef our country,pnd the publica- no other religious exercises are performed. The The 

The Presbyterian Congregation in Princeton, tion of the Spanish New-Testament, A of the Managers are deeply sensible that they super- .§ ed at fir 
New-Jersey, for the Rev. W. Schenck. Scriptures, in the French. intend the concerns, not of a party, but of the those A 

Several members of the Rev. Edward Payson’s ~ The first was brought before them by the dona- whole body of Christians, who are united in the plans te 
Society, Portland, Maine. ~ : tion of certain documents on this subject from the National Institution for the sole purpose of distri- volve th 

Several young persons of the Rev. Isaac Knapp’s New-York Missionary Society, which they had buting the Bible without note or comment. _ with cel 

Parish, Westfield, Massachusetts. collected with a view ultimately to undertake the As one of the principal objects of the American Such, ho 

Female Bible Society of Colchester, Connecti- work. ‘These documents are put into the hands Bible Society’is to supply the great districts of augment 
cut, for their pastor, the Rev. S. Cone. ' of a Committee, to examine and report thereon. — the American continent with well-executed stere- induced 

Mrs. Sally Daggett, for the Rew. William Bon- As to the publication of the Spanish New“les- otype plates for printing the Bible, the Managers of Bible 
ney, New Canaan, Connecticut. J tament, it was deemed inexpedient, for the present, request that Bible Societies, in different parts of and pres 

Several ladies of Middletown, Connecticut, for to attempt it. ‘The Managers, however, cherish ihe country, would send such information as may - East ” 
the Rev. Chauncey A. Goodrich. the pleasing expectation, that in due time they enable them to determine in what places the un- Steub 

Presbyterian Congregation of Bethlehem, coun- will be able to accomplish the igre ten of the appropriated plates may be located to the best ad- Essex 
ty of Grange, for the Rev. Artemas Dean. entire Scriptures in-the Spanish and Portuguese vantage. ; «So soc 

" Female Bible and ‘Tract Society, Buffalo, for languages, tor the use of the inbabitants of South The Managers have commenced a collection of mit, anc 
the Rev. Miles P. Squier. America. < Bibles, especially of the earlier editions, m every shall fur 

The Third Presbyterian Church and Society in With respect to the French Bible, the Managers language, the successful progress of which must fully bec 
Hartford, Connecticut, for Dr. Perkins. have had their duty plainly marked out to them chietly depend on publick dberality. to aid su 

The Congregatiowal Church in Hadley, Con- by the finger of Divine Providence. They have For the purpose of facititating the business of may req 
necticut, for the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge. accepted of the offer of the British and Foreign the Society, the Board have appointed a Standing have enc 


Female Beneficent Society, Windham, Con- Bible Society, to receive, as part of their donation, 


necticut, for the Rev. Cornelius B. Everett. 


the Rev. Abel M‘Euen. 


Several ladies of Westborough, Massachusetts, 


for the Rev. Elisha Rockwood. 


Rey. Caleb I. Tenney. 


Ladies of the Nurst Congregational Society, 


New-Haven, Con. for the Rev. Samuel Mervin. 


Massachusetts, for the Rev, Elijah Wheeler. 


supply of French Bibies. 

__ They have, moreover, received from the New- during the recess of the Board of Managers: 42 

A friend, of Weathersfield, Connecticut, for the York ible Society, who are not weary in their 

' acts of liberality to the National Institution, all | 

the copies in sheets of the French Bible in their’ and orders on the ‘Treasurer for the payment ¢ 
New-Haven, Con. for the Revs Nath’l W. Taylor. possession, Quowating to about 1000. 

Ladies of the Congregational United Society, 


Committee of five members, who have in charge 


in licu of money, a set of stereotype plates, duo- all the property and effects belonging to the Soci- 
Several ladies of New-London, Connecticut, for decimo, of the French Bible, which, when received, 


will enable them to furnish the 


ety, except the funds in the hands of the Trea: 


publick with-a surer. ‘They are empowered to superintend and 


directali the affairs and concerns of the Society, 


for these purposes, to enter into all necessary con- 
tracts, to give orders for the delivery of Bibles, 


all monies. . Ht is made their duty to keep a Book 


The Managers have ordered 260 Gaelick, and of Minutes, in which are to be regularly entere 


200 German Bibles, to be transmitted to them all teie transactions; which book -must be pre 
Female Charitable Society of Great Barrington, from England. Whenever they find that a preal- 


duced to the Board of Managers at every meetins: 


er hamber is wanted, they will not fail to procure Among the first measures adopted by the Ma 
A trend in Salem, Mass. for the Rev. ‘P. Carlile. the necessary supply. 


nagers, Was to make an oflicial communication to 
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the British and Forefgn Bible Society, of the form- 
‘ation of the American Bible Society. The Sec- 
retary for Fereign Correspondence, who was on 
the eve of embarking-for Great Britain, was re- 
uested, if circumstances would permit, to wait 
on the Committee of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, and respectfully assure the Commit- 
tee, “that it will ever afford this Society very sin- 
cere pleasure to co-operate in those plans of 
Christian benevolence which have rendered the 
British and Foreign Bible Society a blessing to 
the world.” en. . 
The worthy President of our Society had, how- 
ever, anticipated the wishes of the Board ; and, 
through him, the Committee communicated their 
satisfaction at the event, and a donation of 5001. 
sterling, which was accepted with suitable ac- 
knowledgements to that Society. Since that time, 
the Committee, with their accustomed and honour- 
able liberality, have presented to the Society a set 
of the Versions of Scriptures printed by them, 
and also several sets of their Reports. In doing 
this, they have anticipated the wish of the Board 
of Managers, who had forwarded an order for the 


In consequence of the necessary absence of the. 
Secretary for Foreign Correspondence on account- 


of his health, no correspondence has been opened 
with other. Foreign Societies. The President, 
however, addressed a letter to the Russian Bible 
Society, which has been honoured with an answer 
of congratulation and wishes for our prosperity. 
A letter has also been received from the Ham- 
burgh and Altona Bible Society, of the same de- 
scription, soliciting a correspondence with us. 
The Managers have thus given a plain narra- 
tive of their proceedings, for the information of 
the Society. It will be readily perceived that 
their situation was not merely novel, but in the 
highest degree difficult. They had no experience, 


and yet the publick expected great things. Every 
part of the machine which they were directed to’ 


superintend was new and untried. Its operations, 


- however, have thus far succeeded, and afford con- 


clusive evidence of its capability for far more ex- 
tensive usefulness to our common country. 

The Managers did not feel themselves warrant- 
ed at first to afford monied aid, or even Bibles, to 
those Auxiliaries who applied for both. Their 
plans to be accomplished, they knew would in- 
volve them in heavy expense ; and they could not 
with certainty calculate upon a surplus of funds. 
Such, however, has been the rapid and increasing 
augmentation of their means, that they have been 
induced to afford the following gratuitous supply 
of Bibles, to Auxiliaries whose wants were great 
and pressing :— , 

Kast Tennessee Bible Society, 500 Bibles. 

Sieuben County (N.Y.) do. 100 do. 

Essex County (N.Y.) do. 100 do. 

» So soon as their present engagements will per- 
mit, and the liberality of the American people 
shall furnish them with the means, they will cheer- 
fully become almoners, in money as well as Bibles, 
to aid sueh destitute parts, at home and abroad, as 
may require the one or.the other. Thus far they 
have endeavoured to discharge their duties, not 
only faithfully but intelligently, so as tgensure 
the apprebation of the Society and thie publick. 

The Managers cannot conclude their Report, 
Without observing, that the origin, increase, and 
‘Success of Bible Societies, constitute one of the 
most remarkable events of the day in which we 

ive. God has been pleased to make the people 
vt Great Britain the instrument ef forming, ma- 
‘uring, cherishitig, and constantly and substantial- 
y wading, these Societies, not only within her own 
territories, bui throughout the world. Greater 
‘enour has never been conferred upon any people, 
Sibce Yue sceptre departed from Judah, and the 

‘@Weiver from between his feet. Not to pay a 

Uibute of respect to them on an occasion like the 
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« 
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present, would Be ungrateful; and to pay a small- 
er tribute than this, would discover a criminal dis- 
regard to the work of the Lord and the opera- 
tion of his hands. To honour those whom God 
honours, is both a Chrigtian privilege and duty. 
Of the founders and patrons of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society—a Society pre-eminent in 
the felicity of its design and the grandeur of its 
plans—when they are gone down to the“grave, 
posterity will say, in the language of an eminent 





contribute of his substance for the support of a 
clergyman, whose doctrines he approved and re- 
lished, as being fraught with unspeakable consola- 
tion. 

We claim and exercise the privilege of express 
ing our own opinion briefly in the following terms: 
The said preacher is a fluent, but desultory speak- 
er—more distinguished by volubility of tongue, 
than by strength of intellect and precision of ideas. 
His memory is retentive: he recites passages of 


statesman and orator of antiquity, “ Bestowimge Stripture in abundance, with great facility, but per- 
their lives on the publick, they have every one‘Te- verts them from their original, and even obvious 


ceived a praise that will never decay, a sepulchre 
that will always be most illustrious ; not that in 
which their bones lie mouldering, but that in which 
their fame is preserved, to be on every occasion, 
when. henour ts the employ of either-word or act, 
eternally remembered.” No glory is comparable 
to. that of doing good to war pllaigringe and of 
all the various kinds of good that we can do each 
other, none is comparable to that which has a re- 
spect directly to the spiritual estate of mankind. 


This is to do them good in the life which now is, ; 


by securing to them eternal good in the life which 
isto come. Such is the high and. holy aim of Bi- 
ble Societies in every part of our world, who, fol- 
lowing in the track of ‘the illustrious Parent In- 
stitution, guided by her experience, and quicken- 
ed by her example, are depositing the seeds of 
truth among the nations to whom they have ac- 
cess, with the confident hope that the Lord will 
cause it to spring up and bear fruit to his own glo- 
ry, and the salvation of myriads of the human race. 
The word has gone out of His mouth who cannot 
lie, that in every place incense shall be offered 
unto his name, and a pure offering s and the zeal 


. 5 . . 
of the Lord of Hosts will perform his promise. 
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We have at length received, and present to our 
readers, the First Annual Report of the Managers 
of the American Bible Society. ‘Though we have 
heretofore communicated, in our columns, some 
of the information which it contains, we publish it 
entire, under the impression that it is an important 
docuinent, which will furnish materials for the fu- 




















‘ ture history of this National Institution, and which 


will doubtless be read with interest by generations 
yet unborn.—The Treasurer’s report will appear- 
in our next. ; 
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‘UNIVERSALISM. 


Within a week or two past, the attention of th 
inhabitants of this place has been remarkably 
called to the preaching of a Universalist. He has 
delivered.a number of discourses to large assein- 
blages of people. On whatever day of the week 
he had an appointment, people flocked from 
almost every quarter, and presented themselves 
as hearers—among whom probably were not a few 
who could not be persuaded by ary arguments to 
suspend their secular business, for an hour or two, 
to hear the word of life dispensed by a faithful 
minister of any of the religious denominations 
that have churches here. Many, doubtless, attend- 
ed from curiosity ; and some with a view of judg- 
ing correctly of the dectrines taught, in order that 
they might be able to speak of them from person- 
al knowledge, and not merely from hear-say evi- 
dence, or. vague, uncertain rumour. But numbers 
appeared to imbibe the doctrine with pleasure and 
avidity, as the ox drinketh in the water, and one 
expressed his high gratification, that an exhilarat- 

light had reached this western re- 

ion! ‘The lovers of pleasure, the giddy, the 
thoughtless, and the profane, collecting in circles, 
ay plauced the Che $s and extolled his doctrine. 
And the vile drunkard expressed his willingness to 


meaning. His glosses may be calculated to de- 
ceive the unformed, and especially those whose 
foolish hearts are Poni by sin, and whose 
carnal minds are blinded by the god of this world. 
But those who are well instracted, and honestly 
desire to know and do the will of God, are ca- 
pable of detecting forced and erroneous interpre- 
tations of the Scriptures. ‘This preacher does not 
hesitate to deny the eternity of future torments, 
and denounce as advocates of sin those who teach 
the opposite doctrine ; yet we have not been able 
to ascertain on what principles he supposes the 
wicked will be released from the misery of hell— 
whether on the ground of justice, in consequence 
of fully expiating their guilt by personal suffering ; 
or on the footing of grace, through the atonement 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. His preaching is net 
characterized by solemnity, nor in any way calcu- 
lated to humble sinners to the dust under a deep 
sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and bring 
them, with the publican, to smite on their breasts, 
saying, “God be merciful tous sinners.” On the 
contrary, those who believe the doctrines which he 
boldly teaches cannot fail to receive the impres- 
sion, that sin isa mere trifle, its demerit inconsi- 
derable, the wrath of God not much te be dreaded, 
and the atonement of Christ of limited value. 
Are not such principles calculated to open the 
floodgates of iniquity ?—These remarks are not 
intended as an investigation of the doctrine of the 
Universalists : but something on the subject will 
probably appear in a future number of this paper, 
—08 OS 
ON DEATH. 

Though the certainty of death is universally 
acknowledged, the generality of men think no 
more about it, than if they expecied to live fore- 
ver! Were our consciences penetrated as they 
should be, with a sense of its eventfal consequen- 
ces, it would surely become the subject of more 
frequent and serious consideration. Every thing 
connected with death is calculated to impress our 
minds with an awful solemnity. Ii is the ship- 
wreck of. our earthly possessions. Like busy 
merchants, men toil hard on the sea of life, to en- 
rich themselves with worldly stores; but jus! as 
they enter into the port of eternity, their vessel 
dashes upon a rock, and all their gocds perish ; 
their fortunes, their titles, their dignities, are irre- 
coverably lost. The inward thought of men is, 
that their houses shall continue for ever, and their 
dwelling places to ail generations ; but soon they 
die, and leave their wealth to others: “Be not 
thou afraid,” says the Psalmist, ‘* when one is 
made rich, when the glory of his heuse is increas- 
ed : for when he dieth, he shall carry nothing a- 
way ; his glory shall not descend after him.” 

Saladine, the renowned Terkicth Emperor, 
when he lay apon his dying bed commanded 
thata sheet should be borne before him to his 
grave, on the puint of a spear with this procla- 
mation :—* These are the glorious sooils which 

aladine carrieth away with him ; of all his vic- 
tories and his triumphs, of all the riches and the 
realms that he possessed, nothing now remaias 
but his win¢ing sheet.” 

Death is the commencement of a new exis. 
tence, or rather of a new sate ofexistence. We 
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have an immortal part that survives the shock of Death is our enemy ; but if we have, we need 
dissolution. When death has done his office, not dread the monster or its sting. At whatever 
our souls will then exist in a disembodied state, period, or in whatever form, death meets the par- 
with all their powers in full expansion. Here doned and renewed seul, it proves a blessing— 
we are surrounded with sensible objects ; but To suchan one, sudden death is nothing less, 
death will introduce us into a world of spirits than sudden glory. How desirable it is to have 
Here our sensations are considerably blunted ; a well-grounded assurance of victory, such an 
but there they will be exquisitely keen indeed, assurance as will enable us to iin over death! 
Here we are subject to various changes ; but af. This is experienced by some*. hen a person 


ter death our state will be immutable. We enjoys a persuasion of an iaterest in the favour of _ 


should not forget to consider that death is the mes. God through Christ ; when he is favoured with 
senger that summons us to appear before the bar realizing views of that rest which remaineth for 
of God. As there will be a general and publick the people of God ; he is not only delivered from 
judgment at the last day, so there is likewise a the slavish fear of death, but rejoices in the pros- 
particular and private sentence passed on indivi- pect of it. This is the frame ef mind, which we 
duals at death*. When the soul is separated should especially covet. It is t penet and pro- 
from the body, it stands before its Creator, and is fitable in life : and it is especially needful, invigo- 
solemnly adjudged to heaven or to hell. Death rating, and transporting in the hour of nature’s dis- 
is, in every respect, the moment of infinite im  svlution : blest wish this triamphant hope, as Mr. 
portance. It is the point in which all the pro. Hervey remarks, “you shall enter the harbour of 
mises and threatnings, of God will meet our eternal rest: not like a pip wrectee mariner, 
souls ; the period in which we must plunge into cleaving tosome broken plank, and hardly esca- 
anmixed misery, or rise to perfect bliss ; the mo- ping the raging waves; but like some stately ves- 


ment that opens eternity to view, and that brings 
us into a state of endless happiness or everlasting 
woe! But it is impossible to conceive what 
death is, in all its consequences and effects. We 
must die to know it fully. But sarely we ma 
know so much of it as to teach us the wisdom of 
living in the habitual expectation of it. We are 
too taba promising ourselves days, and 
months, and years to come. This is our folly. 
‘‘ Boast not thyself ofto.merrow,” says Sclomen, 
“for thou knowest not what a day may bring 
forth.” ‘What is your life ? It is even as a va- 
pour that appeareth for a little time, and then van- 
isheth away.” Death pays oo respect to the re- 
gular eourse of nature. It seldom waits till a 

erson has filled up his three score years and ten. 
The bloom of youth and all the vigour of health, 
are no security against its stroke, It often aims 
its fatal blow at the unseasonable and anexpected 
moment. Sometimes its surprises the youth in 
scenes of dissipation, as the hand-writing did 
Belshaz zur. Sometimes it snatches him away 
as he is entering into the business of life, blasting 
all his schemes and expectations. It demands 
the soul of one, whilst involved in earthly cares, 
as it did the worlding’s ; and tears another, like 
the rich man in the gospel, from his affluence, 
his pride, his glattony and di unkenness. 

he habitual and impressive expectation of ap. 

proaching death, might produce many bappy ef. 
fects. It would solemnize onr minds ; it would 
dispose us to serious inquiries respecting the way 
of salvation and the present state of our seuls. A 
serious consideration of the probable nearness 
and suddeness of death, suggests the great neces. 
sity ef an habitual readiness for it. It was the 
sad exclamation of one upon his dying bed, “I 
had provided, in the course of my life, for every 
thing bat death ; and now I mast die though en- 


tirely unprepared for it.” *Tig to be feared that 


many pursue the same course, and die ip that 
course, and in the like condition Let us be 
aware of this fatal insensibility. Let us be cau 
tious, likewise, lest we delade ourselves with 
mistaken hopes, We are not prepared for death, 
except our sins be pardoned, and our natures 
changed. Our sins cannot be pardoned, but 
through the blood of Christ. Our natures chang- 
ed, but by the regenerating influences of the Spir- 
itof Christ. To the blood and Spirit of Christ, 
should we apply for these purposes ; and whe. 
ther we have already experienced them, should 
be a matier of serious inquiry. If we have uot, 


oe 


*® Heb. ix: 27, 


sel, with all her sails expanded, riding before a 
prosperous gale.” 


* Cor. xv. 55. &e.—2 Cor. v. 1. 


To the Editor of the Christiun Observer. 

In “A summary Account of the Proceeding of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society,” which has 
recently been published, there is the following ex- 
tract from the Report given by the Rev. Ebenezer 
Henderson, of his visit to Iceland, for the purpose 








of distributing Bibles among its interesting popu- © 


tion. 

“ Owing tomy hurried departure from Reykia- 
vik, and the indisposition of bishop Vidalin, he 
deeply regretted that it was not in his power.to 
have the letter of thanks ready, of which he intend- 
ed to make me the bearer to'the Society: but he 
assured me it shouid be forwarded by the first op- 
portunity ; and put into my hands a beautiful po- 
em, sealed with the episcopal seal, in which Ice- 


land, personified, expresses her warm sense of gra- 


titude for the benefit conferred upon her by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. It is compos- 
ed by the translator of Milton, the Rev. Jon. ‘Thor- 


lakson, of Beegisa, and is one of the finest speci- - 


mens of Icelandick poetry extant. It unites the 
beauty both of the ancient and modern Scalds ; 
being not only perfectly alliterated, but displaying 
the charms of a tripple metre. A Latin transla- 
tion by my friend, the learned Professbr Fin Man- 
gusson, of Iceland, shall accompany the original.” 

Your readers will,probably dispense with the 
insertion in your pages, either of the original Ice- 
landick poem, or of the Latin translation of it ; 


but in the same pamphlet is contained an ingfiah | 


Imitation of this poem, which, if I may judge from 
my own feelings, they will read with no small 
pleasure. ‘ B. 


ICELAND TO THE BRITISH AND FoR- 
EIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Society or Curist! w'iose fame 
The world shail raise o’er thy compeer— 
Thou most deserving of such name, 
Or in the past or present years— = 
‘Thy beam has shone more lovely bright. 
an solar blaze or lunar ray ; 
Has shone, when all around was night, 
And bade the darkness pass away. 


When they, our unbelieving foes, 

Would crush the hopes they could not feel, 
You, sons of England, then arose, 

With hearts all love, and hands all zeal. 
You, bound by Charity’s blest tie, 

And fearless in defence of truth, 
Spent in our aid, unsparingly, 

Riches, and pew’, and age, and youth. 





And what! though near the Aretic pols, 
And, like a heap of drifted snow, 
The chilling north-winds o’er me roll, 
The land of ice—call’d rightly so ; 
Though circled by the frigid zone, 
An island in a frozen sea ; 
¥et E this charity have known : 
This Christian zeal has glow’d for me. 
For, see, the messengers of Peace, 
From Albion new apostles come: 
They, like the old, shall never cease 
To quit their kindred and their home. 
Like them, with canvass wide unfurl’d, 
Careless of life, they tempt the gale, 
And seek the limits of the world, 
Ye friends to God and Iceland, hail ! 


One visits me—thou Great First Cause, 
Enthron’d in majesty above ; 
"Tis here I recognise thy laws, 
And feel how mindful is thy love. 
And shall [, when thou deign’st to. bless, 
Forgetful sleep the years. away ; 
And, sunk in torpid listlessness, 
Nor strike the lyre, nor raise the lay ? 
TW’ unfeeling heart, the sordid hand, 
Would mourn, perchance, the vast expense, 
With which, on earth’s remotest land, 
_ You spread the gifts of Providence. 
The treasures of the word sublime 
Go forth, where’er your banners wave, 
In ev’ry language, ev’ry clime, 
The mind to form, the soul to save. 
What then.can merit more of praise, 
‘The mortal and immortal crown, 
What better shall your honours raise, 
And call the tide of blessings down ; 
Than pouring on this world of strife 
The healing balm of sacred lore ; 
And minist’ring that Bread of Life, 
Which, tasted once, man wants no more! 
Yet, what your ardent breasts could lead _ 
These gifts to spread; these toils to spare! 
Could hopes of gain impel the deed ? 
Could thoughts of avarice be there? 
No: “twas the love of Him on high, 
The safety of the poor on earth 3 
Hence rose your sun of Charity, 
Hence has your star of Glory birth. 


Society of Cuxist! most dear 
To Heaven, to virtue, and to me! 
Forever lives thy memory here: 
While Iceland is, thy fame shall be. 
The triumphs of the great and brave, 
The trophies of the conquer’d field, 
These cannot bloom beyond the grave: 
‘To thee their honours all shall yield. . 


Thy fame, far more than earth can give. 
Shall soar with daring wing sublime ; . 
And wide, and still more wide, survive 
The crush of worlds, the wreck of time, 
Thus Thule and her sons employ ' 
‘Their hearts to pour the grateful song 5 
And long thy gifts may we enjoy, 
And pour this grateful tribute long - 
Aged, and clad in snow-white pall, 
[ twine the wreath, and twine for thee  _ 
Though mingled howls, in Thule’s hall, 
The north-wind with our minstrelsy- 
These steains, though rigid ag the clime, | 
- Rude as the rocks—oh! scorn not thou : 
‘These strains, in Thule’s elder time, 
Kings have receiv’d—receive them now. 


Yet not the harp, and not the lay, 
Can give the praise and blessing due; 
May he whom heaven and earth obey, 
Ye Christian Fathers, prosper you - 
May he, if prayers can aught avail, 
o joys in life or death deny : 
Crown you with fame that shall not fail, 
With happiness that cannot die: 
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eS ees will ever afterwards be liable in any degree to insight ofthe British garrison at Gibralter. 


In 


LITERATU RE, take the Snall Pox or not. Qa this plain prin- 1809, James Grey Jackson, sq. a British mer- 
ARTS, SCIENCES, &c ciple I have been practising vaccination, or ra_ chant, published an account of the empire of Mo- 
’ err ther I have been superintending the practice of rocco, computed from miscellaneous observa- 
VACCINATION. it by others who were entire strangers to it for tions made during a long residence in, and vari- 


4 PRECAUTIONARY ADVICE, 


Addressed to those, who not being well ac- 


quainted with the nature of this process, 

wish to be vaccinated, by Dr. J. Smith, U. 

States agent fer vaccination. | 

Many fears, and great apprehension of danger, 
have often remained in the minds of those who 
have been vaccinated, lest they should take the 
small pox, whenever they hapgen'to be exposed 
to it. ‘This alarm has been increased by the na- 
merous instaaces, which have actually occurred, 
of persons taking this malignant and fatal disease, 
though they had supposed themselves to be per- 
fectly secure from it, by this operation. The 
trath is simply this, that though the Kine Pox is, 
and ever must continue to be, a certain preventive 
of the Small Pox, and might indeed be ased to 
such extent, as would entirely eradicate this pes- 
tilence from among us ; yet the same unconquer- 
able carelessness, which so naturally leads us in- 
to many other errors in life, attaches itself so 


many years, and am fally satisfied of its perfect ous journeys through thatcountry. 'The Moors, 
fitness to correct the most common mistakes, or Mooselmen, purchase their slaves from ‘Tom- 
which this new art of spebbrting | one disease, by huctoo, by means of the caravans which are fre- 
substituting another of a‘milder formin its stead, quently passing from the one country to the other. 
isliableto. Letevery individual, therefore, who — **‘Phese slaves” (observes Mr. Jackson) “are 
wishes to obtain security from the Small Pox, treated very differently from the unhappy victims 
by vaccination, SAVB THE CRUST which who used to be transported from the coasts of 
will be formed on his arm. Any crust put up as guinea, and our settlemeats on the Gambia, to 
above directed, and forwarded to me by mail, or the West India islands. After suffering those 
through the hand of any agent assisting me in privations which all who traverse the African 
the distribution of vaccine matter, will be particu Desert must necessarily and equally submit to, 
larly examined, and if required, a certificate of masters as well as servants and slaves, they are 
this examinatioa (which will cost no more than conveyedio Fez and M rocco, anid after being 
twenty five ceats) will be given by me, declara_ exhibited in the ‘sock, or publick market-place, 
tive of the safety ofany person from whom aper- they are sold to the highest bidder, who carries 
fect vaccine crust shall have been taken. But if then to his home, where, if found faithful, they 
any mistake should be detected involving the are considered as members of his family, and al- 
safety of any person who has made use of the vac- lowed an intercourse with tie free born women 
cine matter, I will commanicate a proper notice of the household. Being in the daily habit of 
thereofto them, free of any charge whatever. hearing the Arabic language spoken ,they soon ac- 
DIRECTIONS FOR USING THE VAC. quiveapaitial knowledge ofit ; and the Moham- 
CINE MATTER. m=dan religion teaching the unity of God, they 

When the maiter is about to be applied, it may "eadily reject Paganism, and embrace Moham- 





eculiarly to us in this business, that the operation be taken ap in the dissolved state just described, medanism. Tne Mooselm+n masters then instil 
is hardly performed, before some imagine them on the point of a cominon lancet, or any other Mito their vacant minds, ready to receive the first 
selves to be already secure, and take little or no equally sharpe pointed instrument, and inserted "pression, the fundamental principles of the 
further notice of it. While vaccination is thus immediately iato the arm, either by small punc Moovsel nin doctrine ‘The more intelligent learn 
practised, we may indeed daily expect tohear of tures or incision made to receive it, mid way be [0 Fre ad and write, and afterwards acquire a par- 
persons taking the small pox after it There is tween the elbow and the sheulder. The punc- tial knowledge of t=» K vag: and such as can 
only one true and perfectly sufficient vaccine tures and incisions should be made so slight, as read and auderstand one chapter, from that time 
process, which can afford us any security against scarcely to draw blood, and so near to each other Procure their emancipation from slavery, and the 
the small pox ; but there are many deviations thata grain of wheat would cover them, It is of master exults in having converted an infidel, and 
from it, and various kinds of sore ar:as, which: ten advisable to insert the-matier in both arms, '® full faith e x ects favour from Heaven for the 
are calculated to deceive the operator, and lead the inasmuch as the chance of succeeding in the op action, and for having liberated a slave. When 
patient into the greatest danger. We ought, ihere- | sur 
fore to learn wisdem from the mistakes that have ditional inconvenience worthy of notice to the and learning the principles of M yam medanisin, 
been already made, and guard oarselyes more person who is opera'ed on they generally obtain their treedom after eight or 
secure from falling into fatal-errers, which we Qu the fourth or fifth day after the operation, teo years servitude: fur the more conscientious 
bave much just cause to fear. My mast particu if it sacceeds, a small pimple or rising in the skin Mooselmen consider them as servants, and pur. 
lar advice, therefore, to those who submit them will be observa'le—this will daily enlarge itself Chase them for about the same sum that they 
selves to be vaccinated, but are not well acquaint until the 8h or 9° day, when it is usual to find a would pay in wages toa servant during the above 
ed with the nature of vaccine process, is this—be pock as large as the half of a yarden pea. The Pet! id: atthe expiration of which term, by giv- 


certain in the first place, that the matter ased for centre of this pock is almost invariably found to ing them their liberty. they, according to their re- 


the operation is genaine, and in the next place, be be depressed below its edges, & when completely ‘ligious opinions, acquire a blessing from God, 
careful not toseratch the arm or injure the vac- formed, say from the S:hor the 12in day, is of a for having done an act which a Mooselman con- 
cine pock in any manner, and when it terminates pale white lead-colour, The fraid matter taken $'4°fs Mere Meritorious in the sight of Heaven, 
in a dry crust—be careful to save'it. out of any genuine vaccine pock is always as than the sacrifice of a goat, or even of a camel. 
As svon as the vaccine crast geis loose, which clear and transparent as the purest water, It ‘The liberation is ntirely voluntary on the part 
will be between the 16ih and 20.h day afier the may be used inthis state for producing the dis. Of the owner ; and 1 ave known some slaves so 
operation, take it off, and put it ap carefully in ease in others: ‘great caution, however, should attached to their owners from good treatment, 
some ‘five carded cotton, far, wool or lint, to keep be observed in doing this not to injure the pock that when they have been offered their liberty, 
it from being broken : then fuld it up in some by cutting or puncturing too deeply or roughly, they have actually refused it, preferring to conti- 
clean white paper, upon whieh the name of the Ifthe pock is not injured, it will soon become ©: in servitude.” ! : 
person from whom it was taken should be writ. dry without effusing any matter, and a smooth — While we contrast the account given above by 
ten fully, with the date the crust was taken off dark coloured scab or crust wili succeed. ‘This Mr. Jackson, with the manner in which the ne- 
If this simple and easy direction is faithfully at- crust generally adheres tothe arm until the 17:9 groes have been treated for three centuries past 
teaded to, the person vaccinated may at anytime day, bat oftentimes to the 20h day, or even by people calling themselves by the hallowed 
procure information, which will be decisive as te longer. name of Christian, what can we'say other than 
the effects of ihe operation : or ifany serious mis- Phe greatest possible care should be taken not that the one with his heart believeth in the reli- 
take should have been made, it can ihus be most to injure the pock doring its period of action, or gion he professes, and the religion of the other is 
certainly detected and exposed. The principle interrupt the process just described, by bruising, only in his lips. Now that the odious slave trace 
upon which this particular fest of Vaccination rubbing, or scra'ching the arm. If the vaccine is nv longer legalized ; now that it is abolished 
is founded is simply this: every genuine vaccine pock should happen to be injured in aay way,so ang strictly prohibited by the general laws of 
process, if perfect and complete, must terminate as not to aitain its full avd perfect form, the ope- Christendom, excepting Spain and Portagal - 
In one uniform manner, within a certain period ration ought not to be relied on with implicit con- even now there are apostate Americans, who 
of time, and may be truly characterised by the fidence, but it should be repeated again as soon sailing under Spanish and Portaguese colours, are 
shape, size, culour, consistence, &c. of the crust as convenient. robbing Africa of her sons vod daughters, and 


Which will be produced by it. A carefal exam. transporting them in fetters and under every af. 





ination of this crust, therefore, by any person TREATMENT OF NEGRO SLAVES ficting and appalling circamstance, to hopeless 


Well aequainted with it, will always determine IN MOROCCO... aod most crucl servitude—even now ‘there are 

the fact with the greatest. possible correctness, Till of late nething scarcely was known of the American merchants, siting in their counting 

Whether the process has been perfect or imper- interior of Morocco, by the continental Europe. rooms and coally casting up their probable gains 

fect, aad of consequence whether the subject of it ans, mer even by the British, though it lies with- from such nefarious voyages !!—-Conn. Courant, 
5 


eration will thereby be doubled, without any ad. these people do aot turn their minds to reading, : 
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TREMENDOUS STORM. 

It is stated in the Union, that, on the 22d alt. 
some parts of Mason County, Ky. were visited 
with a most tremendous storra of wind, with 
rainand lightning. here fell an unusually hea- 
vy rain: several beasts were killed by lightning :, 
the wind destroyed timber, unvoofed houses,.&c. 
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ERRATUM. 

Tn our paper of last week, au error of magnitude 
passed without notice ; which our readers are re- 
quested to correct. In the first page, third col- 
umn, second line from the top, after “rest” insert 
the word but. 








—_—_— 


CHILLICOTHE SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


We have already announced the establishment 
of a number of Sabbath Schools in this place, and 
the formation ofa society called “The Chillicothe 
Association of Sabbath School. Teachers.” This 
Society has adopted a system of by-laws and re- 
gulations, for the purpose of securing efficient co- 
operation, and unitormity of procedure in the man- 
agement of the Schools. The town has been di- 
vided into eight school districts ; im each of which 
there is a school under the direction of competent 
instvucters. ‘To secure the regular attendance of 
the scholars, parents, guardians, and masters have 
been requested toenter them’ by subscription for 
the term of one year, engaging to provide for them 
the necessary books. It iswatilying to find that 
Sabbath-school instruction has met with the gen- 
eral approbation of the citizens. We have not 
been able to ascertain exactly what number of 
scholars are taught in these schools, together with 
iwo conducted by laies, and one formed for the 
instruction of people of colour ; but, from some 
calculations that bave been made, it is believed 
that they considerably exceed four hundred, 

‘The scholars are taught to read the scriptures, 
and memorize sclect passages. ‘Tickets of appro- 
bation and prizes in books are sometimes given to 
such as excel: the want of funds prevents’ the 
distribution of many rewards. The scholars are 
also taught to sing the praises of God ; and, for 
ihe purpose of ensuring success, their attention is 
ut present principally confined to three tunes and 
hymns, of diferent metres, selected by the Socte- 
ty. ‘The schools are to be brought together month- 
ly, to sing in concert, and hear an address from a 
minister ofthe Gospel, of some, one of the reli- 
vious denominations in this place—Agreeably to 
this arrangemeut, we have the pleasure of giving 

NOTICE, | 
That the several schools will meet in the Presby- 
terian meeting house, on next Lord’s day at half 
atter four o’clock, P.M, to sing the praises 6f God 
in concert, and attend to an address which will 
thea be delivered to them. by the Rev. William 
Beachaimp. 
BENEVOLENT LABOUR OF THE AGED. 

We are able to state, on good authority, that a 
lady, not lees than seventy years of age, has lately 
opened a Kabbath School in Adams County, Ohio, 
fur the instruction of children in the seighbour- 
hood where she resides. Considering her advauc- 
ed age, the attempt was thought by some to be 

whimsical. But in a very short time the school in- 
creased until the number of her pupils exceeded 


Hity ; when she found it necessary to call in. two — 


female friends to assist her—Hence, let the aged 
take encouragement to employ their remaining 
strenzth in labours of love, and Jet the young be 
excited to devote the prime and vigour of their 
lives to the service of God aud the good of man- 
kind. 
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GRAND RIVER EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


MR. ANDREWS, | soeee 


By publishing the following Constitution and 
Proceedings of the Grand River Education Soci- 


ety in your useful paper, you will gratify some of 
your readers, and may be instrumental of promot- 
ing the important object of the Society. 

At a session of the Grand River Presbytey, at 
Austinburgh, Feb. 11, 1817, it was moved to take 
measures to form a Society for the education of 
indigent pious young men for the ministry within 
the limits of this Presbytery, and the following 
Constitution was adopted. 


CONSTITUTION, 

Considering the destitute situation of man: 
churches and congregations among ourselves wit 
respect to means of religious instruction, and the 
great and increasing call for ministerial labours 
m many parts of ourtand, and the world at large— 
Considering, that. at the present day there is a call 
for special efforts, according as God has prosper-. 
ed his people, to raise up men to go forth into the 
extensive Fels, which are now becoming white 
to harvest—and considering the importance of 
some general plan of operation, whereby many in 
different places may be enabled to act in concert, 
and bring their small scattered sums into a com- 
mon stock, that they may be expended to the best 
advantage,—the Grand River Presbytery think it 
important to form a general Society for the pur- 
pose of aiding in the education of pious indigent 
young men for the ministry ; and adopt the follow- 
ing as a Constitution. 

Arvicie 1. This Presbytery shall be the gene- 
ral Society for this purpose. 

2. ‘The object of this Society shall be to procure 
and apply the means of assisting pious, indigent 
young men in obtaining an education to prepare 
them for usefulness in the work of the Gospel 
Ministry. 

3. ‘The business of the Society shall be trans- 
acted by a Board of nine Trustees, (five of whom 
shall be ministers, and four laymen,) and a ‘Trea- 
surer, who shall be chosen by ballot at the annual 
meeting of Presbytery. 

4. it shall be the duty of the Trustees, in such 
a manner as they may think best, to solicit dona- 
tions, and the aid of Auxiliary Societies ; to exa- 
mine and select the proper objects to receive the 
assistance of this Society, and to appropriate the 
monies paid into the treasury in such manner, as 
in their judgment will best accomplish the object 
of the Society; and to make a report of their 
proceedings at the annual meeting of the Society. 

5. It shall be the duty. of the Treasurer to re- 
ceive all donations and contributions presented 
to the Society, to keep an account of the same, 
and to pay them over from time to time, accord- 
ing to the order of the Trustees, and to make a 
report of the whole at the annual meeting of the 
Society. ‘The Treasurer shall also be bound in a 
reasonable sum to, the faithful discharge of his duty. 

6. No person shall receive the assistance of 
this Society, unless he exhibit evidence of piety, 
promising talents, and of being a proper object of 
charity. 

7. if any person shall pay annually fifty dollars, 

or any Auxiliary Society a hundred dollars, such 
person or Society shall have the privilege of nam- 
ing a person to receive assistance from the Socie- 
ty, provided the person so named be approved of 
by the Trustees. 
&. Lf aay person shall be disposed to contribute 
to the establishment of a permanent fund, either 
in money, or other property, such donation shail 
be thankfully received and faitlifully applied ac- 
cording to the benevolent design of the donors. 

9, very person, receiving assistance from this 
Society, shall be bound, when called upon by the 


s 


Trustees, to refund to the Society, with tawfal int 
terest, such sum as he shall have received, in case 
he does not devote himself to the Gospel Ministry. 

10. This Constitution may be altered by a vote 
of two thirds of the members present at any an- 


nual meeting, provided such alteration be pro- — 


posed in writing at a preceding stated meeti 
We Presbytery” “ . said 

The Presbytery then proceeded to organize the 
Society by choosing the following officers Rev, 
Messrs. Joseph Badger, Giles H. Cowles, Jonathan 
Leslie, John Seward. Harvey Coe, Col. Eliphalet 
Austin, Deac. Levi Tomlinson, Beac. David Hud- 
son, and Riveris Bidwell, jun. Esq. Trustees 
and Jedidiah Burnham, Esq. T'reasurer. 


The object of this Society is very important 
deserving the attention of all, who rezard the best 
interests of the community, and the eternal welfare 
of mankind. For the preaching of the Gospel and 
religious instruction are not only the appointed 
means of salvation, but also have a peculiar ten- 
dency to restrain from vicious destructive prac- 
tices, to promote virtue and morality, and so to 
conduce to the good of societygand present peace 
and comfort of mankind, as well as to their eter- 
nal happiness. But it appears from late inquiries 
and calculations on the subject, that nearly four 
millions, or one half of the inhabitants cf these 
United States are almost wholly destitute of the 
preaching of the Gospel and means of salvation, 
and many ef them have no opportunity to hear a 
sermon, or attend a religious meeting for years. 
To supply these destitute millions, so that there 
may be one preacher to a thousand souls, would 
require about 4000 ministers of the Gospel. And 
this great deficiency of preachers will be conti- 
nually increasing, unless there are peculiar 
exertions to remedy the evil. For should the 
population of the United States increase for 70 
years, as it has for 70 years past, and should no 
extraordinary exertions be made te meet the in- 
creasing demand for ministers, but let them in- 
crease only in the slow proportion they have done 
for years past, and it is computed that 50 or 60 
millions of souls in our country would then be 
destitute of the preaching of the Gospel and pro- 
per religious instruction. And thus’ numerous 
millions in our land would be perishing for want 
of the means of grace, and our nation would be 
fast sinking down into vice, irreligion, and hea- 
thenism. In addition to this, there are hundreds 
of millions of heathens, who are sitting in darkness 
and the shadow of death, and perishing for lack 
of vision. We therefore, as well as all other na- 
tions, favoured with the Holy Scriptures, are bound 
by the command of God, and our regard to their 
eternal welfare, to assist in sending them the Gos- 
pel and the means of salvation. For the cry of 
millions of perishing heathens to the Christian 
world is,, “Come over and help us, Save us from 
everlasting destruction by sending us the glad 
tidings of salvation, As then we regard the best 
iuterests of our country, and the salvation of mil- 
lions of souls in our own land, as well as among 
the heathen; we are called upon to assist by con- 
tributing of our property,in educating pious young 
men for the work of the ministry. Many pious 
youth, ef promising talents, may be found in the 
iniddle or {ower classes of society, who would be 
willing to devote themselves to the Gospel minis- 
try, and even to go as missionaries among the 
heathen, but they are unable, for want of pro- 
perty to obtain a.cotmpetent education, DY 
assisting in educating and bringing forward such 
youth into the ministry, we may do much to 
promote the cause of religion, and the salvation 
of the souls of our fellow mortals. And how much 
might be done were all disposed to contribute but 
a little for this important object? ‘There are pro 
bably more than a million families ia the United 
States. And would each family contribute aunual* 
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Jy but fifty cents, it would amount to more than 
i 500,000, and would support about 3900 pious’ 
outh in acquiring an education, and thus annual- 
ly furnish 3000 ministers, either to preach the 
Gospel in our own country, or to carry the glad 
tidings of salvation to the heathen. This shows 
how much might be done by united persevering 
exertion, and that many small rivulets will soon 
swell into a broad magestic river. The subject 
has begun to awaken the attention of many in va- 
rious parts of our land. A number of societies 
have been formed, and considerable sums have 
been contributed and applied to the education of 
pions youth. And some of them have already en- 
tered upon the work of the ministry, and bid fair 
to be instrumental of great good in promoting the 
cause of God, and the salvation of suuls. And are 
we willing to come up to the help of the Lord, and 
contribute our mite for this important object ? Did 
the Lord of glory lay down his life, and endure 
the most dreadful sufferings and death, to redeem 
jnmortal souls from eternal misery ? And were 
the apestles and primitive Christians ready to 
give up, not only all their earthly property, but 
even their lives; for the sake of the Lord Jesus, and 
his religion? And shall we refuse to give a few 
cents a year to promote the cause of Chyist, and 
sive our fellow-mortals from everlasting .perdition. 
If so, how can we possess the spirit of Christ, 
or call ourselves his followers P When thousands 
of our fellow citizens are perishing for want of 
food, should we not feel for them, and be willing 
to contribute for their relief? But will it not be 
much more cruel and wicked to refuse to assist in 
relieving thousands and miilions of our fellow- 
countrymen and fellow-mortals, who are perishivg 
for want of the bread of life ? Lf we assist in edu- 
cating pious indigent yoath for the work of the 
ministry, we may, through their labours, be the 
means” of saving many immortal souls, even 
after we are mouldering in the dust. And 
what peculiar joy would it afford us. to meet 
those happy souls in heaven, whom we had been 
instrumental of saving from everlasting destruc- 
tion? By assisting in raising up young men for 
the service’of the sanctuary, we shall in a peculiar 
manner lend unto the Lord, and tlius be entitled 
to the promise, that what we thus lend, he will 
pay us again. But by refusing to give for the 
service of the Lord, we may provoke him to with- 
hold both temporal and spiritual blessings. For 
“there is that scattereth, and yet increaseth 3 and 
there is that withholdeth more than, is meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty.” [t is hoped, that these 


‘considerations may awaken a more general atten- 


tion to the important object, and that numbers 
will be disposed to aid in this business, either by 


forming auxiliary societies, or by individual con- | 


tributions. 

—- = ———==— 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 
OLILDIILELPEL OLED IGGL LOD IDS EL ODE LOL DLL 

PUBLICK LANDS. 

Frequent inquiries having been made relative 
to the Jocality ofthe publick lands in the Missis- 
sippt ‘Territory, which are to be sold by auction 
at Millegeville, in Georgia, on the first Monday 
in August next, we have obtained the following 
Information -— 

_ That the townships prepared for sale, are in 
eight different ranges, viz. No. 13 to No. 20 in- 
Clusive : each range is six miles*wide : the east- 
erumost of these ranges is adjacent to Fort Jack 











590, Qear the junction of the rivers Tallapoosa 


and Cousau, which juiction forms the river Ala- 
bama : this last river meanders through the 
townships prepared for sale, and a map of the 
lands, and field notes, will be exhibited at the 
place of sale, by the register of the land office. 
vue of the lands are more than fifiy miles west 
Or suuih of Fort Jackson. Nat. Int. 


Sd 


391 


COUNTERFEIT NOTES. 

From publications ip the Boston papers we 
gather, that counterfeit notes of the Bank of the 
United States are already-in circulation. A wor- 
thy gentleman, a stranger in Boston, was appre- 
hended for passing a note of one thousand dollars, 
which, it satisfactorily appeared, on full investiga- 
tion, he had received from the cashier of the Sa- 
co Bank, to whom ithad been passed as genuine, 
by a well looking stranger. The genileman 
was, of course, instantly released ; but the real 
criminal is not yet detected. Tb. 





New York, June 21. 
MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE. 


The Legislature of Massachusetts adjourned 
on Wednesday last to the second Wednesday of 
January next. Durmg the late session fifty six 
acts passed both Houses, and received the Go 
vernor’s sanction. Before the adjournment, the 
two Houses concurred in the resolution, “that as 
the Legislature will not be in session when the 
visit of the President of the United States to this 
Commonwealth will probably take place, the 
Governor and Council be authorized to adopt 
all such measures as shall be pro;er, to evince 
the'respect which the Commonwealth of Massa 
chusetts entertains for the Chief Magistrate of 
thenation ; and that his excellency the Govern- 
or, wih the advice of council, be authorized to 
draw his warrant on the Treasury for sucha sum 
as may be necessary to carry this object ito ef 
fect.” 


LEGISLATURE OF R. ISLAND. 


The L:gistutuve of Rhode Island adjourned 
on Saturday last, tomeetin South Kingston on 
the. last. Mouday in. October next. Previous 
tothat adjournment, both Honses adopted an act, 
ceding Casile I-land to the United States, who. 
it is said, have appropriated 1000 tor the eree- 
tion ofa Beaco:: on the Island, and for securing 
the busys and stakes at the entrance of Bristol 
harbvur.—A tax o. 10,000, for State purposes, 
was ordered to be assessed and collected, and to 
he paid into the general treasury,.on or before 
th: first day of December next.— A charter of in- 
corperation was grant dto the Scituate and Fos- 
ter Academy Company, and an act oassed au- 
thorizing said Company to raise 6000 dollars by 
lottery, for the purpose of ereéting a bu ldiny to 
be devoted tothe pabdlick worship of God and to 
ihe iastruction of youth. o 





New Haven. June 21. 
ARRIVAL OF THE PRESIDENT. 


I: is with no ordinary satisfaction that we an- 
nounce to our fellow citizens the arrival in this ci. 
ty of our beloved chief magistrate, President 
Mooroe. 

The President and suite, and a great namber 
of passengers, arrived in the Sieam Boat Con. 
necticut. At4o’clock, p. mM. yesterday, signal 
guns were fire#lrom the Cutter, Captain Lee, 
stationed near the light house, and at the fort, an- 
nouncing the Connecticut in sight ; at 5 o’clock, 
a federal salute was fired from the Cutter as she 
passed —another salute was fired from the fort by 
a party of volunteers under the direction of Lieut. 
Dickinson—this was followed by a salute from 
the battalion of artillery, commanded by Captain 
Blake, and stationed in front of the new Steam 
Boat Hotel. His excellency on Janding was re- 
ceived by the committee of arrangements, and 
escorted tu his lodgings by the Governor’s horse 
guards, under Prescott. The President did not 
arsive at his lodging until sunset. 

5 


The shore was thronged on his arrival; anc 
the roaring of caanon, the streaming of flags, and 
the ringing of bells, test fied the joy vur-cittizens 
felt in welcoming the Chief of the American Re- 
publick in their city. | st 

His Excellency Governor Wolcott arrived in 
this city, with his aids, Messrs Babcock aod Hun- 
tington, on Wednesday afiernoon. ‘The officers 
of the different independent companies, on horsc- 
back, in full uniform, and miany other ctlizens to 
Carriages, rode a few miles out of town and es- 
corted him into the city. We were happy to sce 
the spirit of party laid aside on this o¢casion, and 
all uniting in paying the tribute of respect to our 
beloved Governor. — 

This day all the uniform companies will ap- 
pear on parade, and itis expected tne President 
will review them, and visit the College, and the 
Gen Faciory of Eii Whitney, E-q [lt ts not 
expected he will leave this city for the eastward 
aotil Tuesday morniig next. We anderstand 
Gov. Wolcott will accoinpany him to New 
London, 





A Kingston (Jamuica) paper of the 20h of 
May staies,that the ooved piraie Janson ts im. 
piisoned at Port-au Priuee. ‘Phe account of his 
capture is thus related—* He had reecotly captur- 
ed a Haytian schooner on board of which him- 
sclfand three or four men weut, while he des. 
patched his owa vessel a schyoner, fitted ont ut 
Baltimore in chase of a Spanish vessel. Assoon 
as Jahnson’s vessel was out of sight, the Haytians 
overpowered and threw him overboard, but he 
was picked ap by a fishing buat, the people of 
which recognized him as having previously rob- 
bed them, when he was taken to Port-au Prince, 
& delivered over tothe head of that government, 
who ordeicd him to be imprisoned preparatory 
to trial.” 





From the New-York Spectator. 


“ Boundaries of the United States.”’ 

Uiider this head, we yesterday copied an arti- 
cle from the Bostoa Intelligeacer, stating the pro- 
ceedings of the American and British Commis- 
siuners who lately convened in that town, the 
same article we find tn the Boston Daily Adver- 
tiser accompanied with the following introdzcto- 
ry remarks :— 

“ Northern Boundary.—The duty of the 
comnussioners under the fifih article of the late 
treaty of peace, isto fix the boundary line, from 
the monument already established at the source 
of the St, Croix to the highlands between the wa- 
ters of the St. Lawrence, and those that fall di- 
rectly into the Atlantic, thence along the height of 
land to the source of the Convecticut river, and 
after descending said river to the 45th degree of 
latitude, along that parallel of latitude, to the St. 
Lawrence. 

‘‘We believe that until very lately there has 
been but one interpretation of the language of the 
treaty of 1783, 11 describing this part of the boun- 
dary line of the United States. All that appear- 
ed to be wanting was, that the country should be 


surveyed, and the line designated by fixed land- 


marks, But now we understand that a new 
claim has been set up by some people in the Bri- 
tish provinces, of a large tract of land which has 
heretofore been supposed to belong to the District 
of Maiue. Whether this claim i» urged bg the 
agents of the Britisii g vernment we are not in- 
formed. ‘They pretend that the highlands intend- 
ed in the treaty as forming the nofthern bounda- 
ry of Maine, are those which lie south of the river 
St. John, and not the ridge between the St. Jobn 
and the St. Lawrence, 












































dary of Maine ; “along the said highlands which ter-revolution had takeg place at Pernambuco, palaces of 
divide those rivers that empty themselves into the was incorrect. 
St. Lawrence from those that fall into the Atlan- en out among the Patriot soldiers ia-consequence pilgrimage to Mecca, which every good 
tic Ocean to the northwesternmost head ef Con- of the fact, that the Governour, ip conjunction 
necticut river.” D , 
borate and valuable work, upon Lower Canada. ed the practice of purchasing, for the purposes of Clared enemies of Islamism—yet on the contrary, 
maintains that by the rivers that fall into the speculation, all the flour and provisions, in the they are the most rigid followers of the Koran of 
Atlantic, are meant those that fali directly into market. d. ein. The founder of thi 
the Ocean, to the exclusion of St. John, which himself obnoxious to the soldlery, fled to Rio Ja. 8; the founcer of this sect was born in the . 
falls into the bay of Fundy and that the boundary neiro, about three weeks before the Hiarriot sail- 
- fine instead-of running from the source of the Con- ed. He effected his escape in a.smail coasting 
necticut, northwesterly .along the main ridge vessel. 
nearly parallel with the -* Lawrence, cosh to — Beftep oi ® ry Mee y 
run nearly in an easterly direction, on a seconda- in possession ofthe Portuguese ; and thatall was tors as unnecessary and arbitra < 
ry ridge saith of the shares of the St. John un- prt along the coast. ; scaives eat eh Aa 
til it is intersected by .the astronomical line run- — . 
ning orth from the source of the St. Croix. This FROM BARBADOES AND TRINI- ing it to the literal text of the Koran. Medina 
appears to be a very strained construction of the 
treaty, aod we presume will never be admitted 
as the true construction of that instrament. 





miles. It is admitted that this is in some respects change the order oi things on the Spanish Maine. 


and sometimes to the South, from the course in session of the Royalists, and that Augustura has 
which it was intended to be run. 
been repeatedly asserted that the position of the 
monument on the Connecticut is not right. Dr. 


far South, and Col. Bouchette on the contrary 1 
contends that it is more than three miles too far Davis, at Boston, 40 days from Cadiz, we hear destruction of all se 
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port, previously circulated, that a ceun- their destroying every where the tombs and 
| ussulman saints and priests, and the 

A mutiny had, however, brok- obstructions they have thrown in the way of the 
home- 

dan must perform at least once in his life Facms 
adopt. led to the conclusion, that the Wehhabis are de. 


“The treaty thas describes the Northern boun- ‘The re 


Col. Bouchette, in his lateela- with a number of British merchants, ha 


The Governour having thus rendered. *!! the'nations which acknowledge its divine ori. 


neighbourhood of Medina, about the year 1720, 

At this place he pursued his studies, and soon ac- 

—— all the practices of Mahommedan worship. 
ing endued with an uncommon mind, he leoked ° 


Captain D adds, that Monte Video was still upon certain innovations introduced by the doc- 


gon, and conceived the bold design of reducing 
the worship to its pristine simplicity; and confin- 


; DAD. 

A gentleman, passenger on board the brig he directed his attention to the East, among the 
Thomas and Edward, which arrived thismorn- Bedouin Arabs, and about the year 1747, accord- 
‘The line between Lower Canada and the. ing in 13 days frem St. Croix, has obligingly ing to Ali Bey, made a proselyte of Ibn Saaoud, 


states of Vermont and New-York was e&tab- favoured us with the Barbadoes ed of the Prince or Grand Schiek of the Arabs, established 
lished by actual measurement in pursuance of or 27th ult.—from which we copy the full 

ders from the government of the provinces of extract of a letter, 
New. York and Quebec, in the 1771, 2,3, and 4, 5 , f : 
from a monument fixed on the western bank of a 74 gun ship, two frigates and ff'een sail of trans- reform, once admitted by the P rince, was speedil 
the Connecticut, to another at the village of St. ports were signalled passing the Bocas, suppos- embraced by all the tribes subject to his command. 


owing at Draaiya, a town 17 days’ journey east of Medi- 
na, in the desert. To those versed in eastern his- 


‘Trinidad, May 18 —Sunday the 11th inst. tory, it is scarcely necessary to observe that the 


: : Notwithstanding this success, the reformer never 
Regis on the St. Lawrence, a distance of 146 1.2 ed to be Spaniards, with troops on board, to oo aye cir os a prophet, but only acted as a 


iearned priest desirous of purifying the worship, - 
and reducing it to the: simplicity of the Koran. 
He proclaimed that it was false, that after the 
death of the prophet, his soul reunited itself to 
his body and ascended to Paradise, mounted upon 
Roiiiiine: Juans os the mare of the angel Gabriel ; but that the mortal 
: e, ‘remain ; 
By the arrival of the brig Pickering, Captain the Rattle Mp pg 365% po eh es 
ulchres, temples, &c. ele- 
North. that the Spanish government was continually vated to the honour of pti as ir Gia.miskinn hes 
Whether it is intended to revive and run anew collecting and despatching troops for South A- companicas of the Divin y. He forbid dev t.on 
this line, which has been considered as establish. merica ; that several transports with troops des- te the person of the prophet as a very grea: sin, 
ed for more than 40 years, we are not informed. rey — ~ ee eee’ sail- rs ~ type was no sot than another — “i 
ed the day before Capt. D. left Cadiz ore God made use of him to communicate his - 
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